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COMMUNITY LEADER AWARDEES
HARRIET AND GREGG ORLEY
“We give to those in need, understanding that our greater purpose is found in lending a hand 
and sharing the gifts that are only ours by chance and circumstance.”  
– Harriet and Gregg Orley
 
Harriet and Gregg have devoted their marriage to strengthening Jewish community and ensuring 
Jewish continuity. Guided by a deep belief in both the responsibility and privilege of giving, their 
quiet philanthropy has reached many lives.

Harriet spent seven summers as a camper at Tamarack with the help of financial assistance; 
this helped inspire their gift of The HuG at Camp Maas. Overlooking the lake, the space includes 
an amphitheater, quiet spaces for reflection, communal areas and a newly established degel 
(flagpole). But it is more than a physical location — The HuG embodies the heart of camp: a place 
where campers and staff gather, especially on Friday evenings, to welcome Shabbat and create memories that 
define a summer — and a lifetime.

The experiences nurtured here shape who campers become. Friendships grow, confidence takes root, and Jewish joy is celebrated every 
day — in song, in laughter and in moments that stay with campers long after the camp session ends.

The Orleys’ gift reflects their belief in Tamarack’s ability to weave Jewish life into every camper’s experience, creating a space where 
connection, reflection and community thrive. Through The HuG and other gifts, Tamarack ensures every Jewish child can experience a safe, 
welcoming and joyful camp environment.

By supporting Tamarack, as Harriet and Gregg have, you are investing in Jewish life, community and the next generation of campers who will 
one day look back and say, “Camp played a meaningful role in who I am.”

In 1902, two remarkable women, Blanche Hart and Ida Kopple, recognized a need in Detroit’s growing Jewish community. Together with 
a group of dedicated volunteers, they organized outings for immigrant women and children who needed a break from crowded city streets 
and a chance to experience fresh air and open space. What began as simple day trips to places like Belle Isle soon grew into the Fresh Air 
Society — and the beginning of a lasting mission.
 
More than a century later, that mission continues because of supporters like you.
 
As Tamarack Camps prepares to celebrate its 125th summer, your support carries forward the spirit that began with those early outings.
 
For generations, Tamarack has brought children into the fresh air to grow, connect and discover who they are. Built on a foundation of 
financial fairness — welcoming families respectful of their ability to pay — Tamarack remains a vital part of Jewish life in Detroit and far 
beyond.
 
Because of you, five generations of campers have formed lifelong friendships, gained confidence and leadership skills, developed their 
spiritual identities and discovered resilience — all while experiencing the joy and freedom of summer camp.
 
Jewish life remains at the heart of the experience. At a time when strong connection and community matter more than ever, campers 
celebrate Shabbat together, build meaningful relationships with Israeli staff and fellow Israeli campers, and grow in a safe, welcoming and 
inclusive community.
 
As Tamarack marks 125 summers, we celebrate not only a milestone, but you — the supporters who make it possible. Because of you, this 
legacy continues, strengthening our community today and for generations to come.

Celebrating 125 Summers 
Because of You


